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delightful than what is to be found in arts and sciences1.                                        , .
It is this talent of affecting the imagination, that gives an embellishment to good sense, and makes one man's compositions more agreeable than another's. It sets off all writings in general, but is the very life and highest perfection of poetry. Where it shines in an eminent degree, it has preserved several poems for many ages, that have nothing else to recommend them; and where all the other beauties are present, the work appears dry and insipid, if this single one be wanting. It has something in it like creation; it bestows a kind of existence, and draws up to the reader's view several objects which are not to be found in being. It makes additions to nature, and gives a greater variety to God's works. In a word, it is able to beautify and adorn the most illustrious scenes in the universe, or to fill the mind with more glorious shows and apparitions 2, than can be found in any part of it.
"We have now discovered the several originals of those pleasures that gratify the fancy; and here, perhaps, it would not be very difficult to cast under their proper heads those contrary objects, which are apt to fill it with distaste and terror; for the imagination is as liable to pain as pleasure. "When the brain is hurt by any accident, or the mind disordered by dreams or sickness, the fancy is overrun with wild dismal ideas, and terrified with a thousand hideous monsters of its own framing.
Euraenidam veluti demens videt agmina Pentheus, Et solem geminum, et duplices se ostendere Thebas. Aut Agairiemnonius scenis agitatus Orestes. Armatam facibus xnatrem et serpentibus atris Quum videt, ultricesque sedent in limiixe Dirae.
1  This paragraph was added to the MS. in Addison's writing.     .
2  'Glorious scenes' (MS.). As first written, the sentence ran, 'fill the mind with such glorious scenes as are not to be paralleled by any part of thewliole six days'productions'.